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ADVERTS EMENT,. 192 


IE Author of the following Dia. 


logues . is the Rev. Thomas Vivian, 
Vicar of Cornwood, Devon; to to whom 


the Editor begs leave to make his nioſt 


grateful acknowledgments, for permil. 


ſion to print this edition, 


Two thouſand will be ſtruck off and 
diſtributed gratis. God grant, that thoſe 
into whoſe hands they are put, may, by 
the reading of them be led to « Jeſus 
Chriſt, the only Redeemer and Saviour” 


of loſt Sinners Then will the end of the 


pious Author in writing them, and of the 


Editor in republiſhing them, be anſivers 
ed: and fo both haye the: r reward, 


* S5. If the 'Edicor.i is not — 
thee Dialogues were firſt publiſhed in 
1755, fince which time between twenty 
and thirty editions have been printed. 
They have alſo been tranſlated into 


ſeveral foreign languages, 


| Canmanor, Jan. x6, +786, 


A % . 
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dune and One of 1 bene. 


| diligently employed; your Cat- 

tle are fed, and Servants at Work. 
I ſee thriving i in the World i 1s 2 
* very near your Heart. 

P. Ay, Sir, all this is neceſſary. Meat TO 
Clothes muſt be provided; my Landlord's Rent 
muſt he paid ; and this requires much Care and 
Labour. 5 


 duſtry., It is your Duty not to be fanhyal in Ba- 


| fines. But, you know, you have another Calling 
beſides Huſbandry: The Soul muſt be fed 12 5 


_ Clothed too. 

P. Doubtleſs the Soul ought to be minded i in 
the firſt Place, for that is the chief Concern: But 
1 hope, I do not neglect my Soul and the World to 


4 k . 1 
ot Er ire 5 RIS RES A 
— - 


EZEUEIGHBOUR, good-morrow. 1 
find you have been early up, and 


NM. 1 would by i Mis diſcourage your In- 


A3 comes 


3 


(4). 


| — I hould be ſorry-you. ſhould thick me fo 
| RT I heligve you have 90 reaſon % 
. No particular Reaſon to be ſuſpicious of 
vou more than of others. But-when I lock 
2 and obſerve the Unconcerw about 
Salvation in Which M live, Iam concerned for 
my fellow Mortals: And with reſpect to you of 
this Pariſh in particular, 4 think myſelf obliged t 
admoniſh you of your Danger, that you may not die 
before you have  objgiried Forgiveneſs of your Sins 
through Faith in Iss us CannsT, and are made 
meet for as inheritance among them that are ſanZified, 
err Lore 3; „ ee ſuch 
uncharitable Thoughts of u? 
M. Do not ſo abuſe the Word — I ſig- 
| niſtes the ſame a as Love, Now Love does not re- 
Auire that we thin nk well of eye 5; Body with gr 
Without Reaſop, Ke that we wiſh and intend well 
| t evgry Body, ff I gave myſelf no gouble ab 
You, that 3 is, if 1 were "utterly 18 of Charity, 
you would think me 5 very charicat ble Man. 
FP. But 1 hope Ke do pot condemn. us all: 
Some of us indeed are W! wicked, ſwearing, drunken 
Men ; but we are not all fo. You know yourſelf 
Gat keep my y Churdh, and come ſometimes to 
Her ra ament, I never horted denen in my Life, 


e Ma his L. | 
47 bak pH 1 4-4 build your fore of 


3 1 aven 31 is Our Foundation, 1 wuſt | 
| 1 Ver! tell you, Nan 


eave you hopeleſs in the 


Pay 4 Fae. 12 p wa. it by * Werd 
ag." 2 oY 


* 


. 5 3 30 1 
1 von never did hirt to ary Ma You. 
4 wenn. I Gupgple, von never eder entre 


you 2 mach Si and due wach 
Hurt, not · only to others, hut eſpecially to your 
owa Soul, by great and aumberleſs, nay, daily 
Offences againſt the holy Law ob. Nay, 
you and ae * 1 his Gonmand- 


13 aaa 


. end gine- * 3 afme? 


heard. me repeat the Commandments, you made 

Anſwer! after each of them, Lord, have Mercy 

vþon u, Ne. Yourcalling for Mercy was wry: 
acknowledging yourſelf guilt x. 

. eee lalam. res, bu. 


any, wotldly: Thing more than God and his Fa- 
vour? nar feared any Thing more than his Diſ- 
pleaſure, ſo as to neglect a known Duty rather 
than draw. upon yourſelf ſome temporal Incon- 
vemence ? This was à Rreach of the „ Com- 
mandment, The /ecoxd Commandment reſpects 
1he Manner of enpreſſuę the Devotion of the Heart ; 


unbecoming, ſuch as wandering 7 houghts, Care- 
ee, and drreverence, as well as uſing Images, 

ie a Breach of this Commandment: $0 is alſo 
Neglect of | Goo's Service. And here you will 


nat pretend, I ſuppoſe, to be Net Guilty. Con- 
| * your oP to Church and Sacrament. 


Kay | N 


M. Vau yourſelf, laſt Sunday. When vou 


1 
M. Yew all of chems./ FLY you never Wy) 


and therefore: whatever in your Service has been 


. 
1 a 
Be. RA 


7 
3 
| 


S te OOTY PE SAS "HANES 
1 „ . 2 + * 
— 


I . — * 


* = b. * as” ** — — * 
J ——————ĩ 
9 KL 4 X 7 


e RS. 
bo thireareleſ * Manner, deſerves rather 
to be reckoned among your Sins, than truſted ts 


or Juſttfication before Gon. But a few Minutes 


ago, in my Hearing, you tool the Lonb' Namein 
vain, uſing it needlefely, and without an awful 
Senſe of his Majeſty, of whom yon ſpake. You 
have done-the ſame perhaps ten thouſand Times 
in your Life. This is. a Breach of the bir 
Commandment. Whenever you have neglected to 


attend · on Gop's Worſhip-on the Sabbath without 
_ « neceſſary Hindrance, ſuffered worldly Thoughts 


, 


to unfit you for God's Service, done worldly Bu- 


ſineſs on that Day that might have been done on 


another, and neglected to devote the Whole to 


Gov, by Reading, Hearing, Prayer, Meditation, 
and u/eful Converſation, - you have profaned the 
Loap's Day. The Subſtance of theſe Command- 
ments is, Thou Halt love.the Lon b thy Gon with 


all by Heart. But you have come ſhort of this 


whenever you have not ated to the Glory of 


_ Gop. Now what think you of your ſnnocence 
with reſpe& to the Duties of the firſt Table of 
_ me Commandments? - 


P. 1 cannot pretend to | ratifyumyſelf with * 


! 


ſpeẽt to Goo but I am ſure 1 re ane 10 * 


Hurt to Man. 


M. You would not fay fo if it | 
. .the Spirituality aud Extent ok Gop's Command- 
ments, as explained by our Los v in/his\Sermon on 

Abe Mount, There you find that Wantonneſs in 
whe Bye or Heart is eſteemed (a) — in.the 


5 * 


Si ch. 


* 


4% * ind 


* Sight of Gov ; and cauſeleſs (n) Anger, ofpe- 


cially injurious Language, is accounted a Degree 


of Murder: And who can 4cquit himſelf of theſe ? 

If you take the ſame Method to underſtand the 
other Commandments, all Parts of your Behaviour 
that re unfuitable to the Scation in whick Provi - 


- dence hath placed you, all Irreverence and proud 


cenſurivg of your Szperiors, and all unkind and 


- injurious Treatment of thoſe that are benearh you, 
will ans to be Breaches of the b Command- 
mant. All evil Speaking, raſh Cenſuring, and re · 


N wes Stories 1 inj urious to the Character of others, 
| die con 


3 and ——_— Envy and Gresdingſi, are Sins for- 


trary to the Ninth: And all Murmuring 


bidden by the Tenth. 
P. Then it ſeems there is but one Command- 


l ment againſt which I have not ſinned. 


M. IH you rightly knew yourſelf and the Law 
a Gov, you would not acquic yourſelf of that 
 heither. Be not offended, I ſpeak out of Love to 
your Soul. I de not think yon a Thief or a Robe 
dern Vet, have you never concealed the Faults 


and bad Properties of what you ſold, when you 


: - 1 * * * ; 
= * 4 
; q * 


new that Ignorance of theſe Faults was the very 
Thing that induced the Perſon. to buy? Nay, 


Have you not often recommended your Goods in 


och general Terms, as were inconſiſtent with 
fri Truth? Have you not cruelly taken. Advan- 


tage of the Neceſſity of a needy Seller, and beat 


down his Ware much below its real Value ? 


you will certainly witneC: againſt you, 
VI . N * Jo 2 


* a 


P. Why, 


— — 22 — * 
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þ ertxtly troubled, if yon are fo too; but hope to 
paſs in che Croud. Does not ſome ſuch Thought. 


V Wüy, Sit, a6 his Rate you condemn ith * 
the World. According to your. Account, there 45 
is not a good Man upon Karth. : 

I. It is not my Account, but the Scripture 


Account: There 1. wont that duth Good, #0 20! ame. 
f Rom. ily. 12. 


P. 1am glad den de 50⁰ do not i think me worſe 
chan my Neighbours.. T hope I ſhalt do as well 


as others, for all are Sinners. 


M. Therefore you think you need his bs 


as that lurk at the Bottom? But What ſignify 
Numbers with Gob, from whoſe all-ſearching 


Eye no Man can lie concealed, and whoſe Arm 
none can reſiſt or eſcape ? Had you lived in Sm 
or the old World, this ſame Thought might have 


lulled you aſleep in the prevailing Abominations, 


| But would not have ſaved you from ie over- | 
N flowing Diluge, or the Streams of Fire. 


P. After this Rate you damn all the World. 
. Dans! What a Word is that ! It Ggnifles 


to adjudge to eternal Torment, to do which be- 
longeth oily” to the righteous Judge. I would 
- with all my Soul reſcue all Men from this Miſery. 
And with that View I now ſpeak plainly and faich- 
fully to yon, and agreeably to the Word of Gov. | 


P. Who then can be ſaved ? Not you yourlelf 
Pray, Sir, did you never Sin ? 74 
M. Friend, be ſerious, The Subjekt wege now 


upon is of che utmoſt Importance. I have ſinned 
* well as $ you ; * OE linned, and my 


Sins | 


L „ 
1 i 5 * * 
NN 
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: . . etetnal e 8 5 
Bach been pleaſed to awaken me to Repentance, be 
path ſhewn me my Danger, and ſtiured me up to- 
fee frem ihe Wrath te come. He hath ſhewn me alſo 
| he Way of eſcaping the Wages of Sin, opened in 


dhe bl:fſed Ceſpel. The Offer of Salvation there 
made, I truſt I have embraced, and obtained 


Forgiveneſs through Faith in Ju Cunt. 


P. I hope I have repented too: IL am ſore, if 1 
5 Go, I am ſorry for it afterwards. And 


Jor Faitk—ubhy, we arc all e ae 
are we not? | 


M. If your Repontamc ee ava Faith 


| Loe and ſaving, your State is ſaſe and happy. 
But many Perſons deceive themſeives by a.drad 


Faith and imperfe# Repentance. Are en 


10 have the Sincerity of yours tried? 
P. I am; forthe Trial can do me no hort: It 


Jam ſafe, it is well; if Lam not, I hope its | 
not x00 late to amend. 


M. You ſay very right, Full, then, let us 


x examine your Repentance. Now true Repentance 


implies a Senſe of Sin, its Qdiouſneſs and De- 

 Jormity, a Hatred of it, a Humiliation and Self- 

8 Aoathingy on Account of it, an actual Forſaking 

of it, and a turning to Gop by Newneſs of Life. 
Js your Repentance ſuch as * f 


P. I hope it is. 


M. The N. ages of Sin is Dearh, * Deatk. 
Do you think you deſerve this Death ? : 


P. As much as other Men, forall re Sinners: 
But Goo is merciſul. 


— : * l 


4 . 

. Do not now i other Men. Do you 
W B. think that you deſerus eternal Death? * 

P. If Gop ſhould deal with me according to 
Arict Juſtice, I7do: But as I think Gop is mer- 
. cifol, ſo 1 hope I ſhall do well enough. 

M. I fear your Notions of God's Mercy are 
fach as prevent true Repentance. You ſeem to 
have entertained Hopes of Mercy, without being . 
deeply ſenſible of your utter Miſery * without it; 

to have applied the healing Balſam, before you 
were wounded. This is what the Almighty tiles 
healing the xvound. of bis. People flightly. Now you 

ſeem in this Manner to have deceived yourſelf. 
You never ſaw yourſelf in a State of Sin and 
Death, you never ſaw Sin odious ; you were never 
greatly afraid of periſking, nor ſaw that there was 
no Help or Strength in yourſelf; Therefore you 
never fled to him who is a Refuge from the Storm. 
And, if you have never fled thus to Cnz15T, as 
helpleſs and undone without him, it is plain that 
yu are ſtill without any ſaving Intereſt in him. 

See how it was with thoſe Converts mentioned 
in the Acts of the Apoſtles; St. Peter” s Heaters 
were gricted in their Hearts, ard ſaid, Men and 
Brethen, what' ſball wwe don The Jailor came 
trembling, through a ſenſe of his miſerable Condi- 
tion before he was baptized, and received Forgive - 
neſs of Sins. St Raul was ſtruck to the Ground. 
P. All theſe were Infidels. I was baptized in 
my Infancy, and bred up to know good Things, 

pgs always believed. 
N. Gon dees nat deal 8 all ene! in the 


zan | 


ON 


va 1 I 4 A | 
— Wars Bat take heed you do not depend 
too much upon tlie ſe Privileges. You were early 
baptized ; but. ſearch your Heart and Life. Have 
you not lived for a long Time together as without 
Goll in the Weld? Inſtead of renouncing the Werld, 
the F/zþ and the Devil, have you not followed 1 
een led by thim? Have you. not been led by the 


| Wotld in judging of- Things according to the 


Opinions of Men, in Oppoſition to the Word of 
| Gop? Have you not in many Things 8 


to its Cuſtoms contraty to the Commands of 


Gov ? Have you. not frequently obeyed your care 


nal Lufts and Inclinations fo as to violate freq nently. 
the pure Law of God, if not by actual Offences, 


yet by. indulging evil. Thoughts, and living in 
lefler Sins without Concern ? And has not the 
Devil been for a conſiderable Time your Matter, 


33 leading you - 


ſuch a rrifling Pleaſure, as plainly argues his 


Aſcendaney over you? And have you not con- 


tinued flill in theſe things with little or no Con- 
cern, hoping, notwithſtanding, that al} would be 


well ? Nay, is not this ſtill in ſcme Meaſure your 
Caſe?!—1 ſee you acknowledge it is. It is plain 
then your baptiſmal Vow and Covenant are 
' broken, and there is an abſolute Neceflicy of 

, turning unto Gop. and beginning all ane“. 


P. How muſt I begin anew ? 
.. By acknowledging that by your Departure 
from Gov you have brought yourſelf into a State of 
* ee ou God, inclined * 
e 


to offend Gov. by profaning his holy 
Name and holy Day; z, and that for the Sake of 


12 


| Kel, and cherefore at Sah with Govt in your 
Heart; and that for theſe Things you deferve-hijs 


Wrath, and ſtand on "WE! OT: ve —— ceoreted 3 


with Guilt, 


P. Iam willing to KeſkeFiar Sin 6 


Gon. and do better. Will that do-? 


M. Theſe are good” Reſolutions, but they 40 
nor ſeem to proceed from a right Principle. You 
would forſake Sin, and do better, I fre, with ſome 
fecret Dependance upon your Amendment and 


Doings, that theſe will Ft you for Acceptance, and 


gain you an Intereſt in CHxI8T : But this is a legal 
Spirit of Self-dependance, a | going about to eftabliſs 


your own Rig bH . When T ſee you acknow- 


tedge yourſelf uu, vile, and baſe, and, like Job, 
abborring yourſelf; when 1 ſee you ſenſible that you 
are u-worthy of the lcaft Mercy, and wnable of 
yourſelf to do any good Thing ; when T ſee you 
renouncing your beft Deeds as defied by Sin, caſt. 


ing yourſelf before Gon as /off und Belpleſs; baving 
no Hope in yourſelf, but ſupported only by the 
| Promiſe of Salvation made in Jegus Curr; 
when this is not only the Language ofthe Tongue, 
bat theſe Convictions are deeply impreſſed on the 
Heart When this is four Caſe, I mall Ink a 


real work of Grace is began in your Soul. 


P. Why this is advifing me to Wepaiy ! 
M. Indeed I would have you deſpair of al Help 


: frm yourſelf, or an Account of any Thing you have 
done, or can do; for till then you will not ſaffi - 
3 * po "VERNE, nor fy to him as 


58 95 your 


1 , 22 ld 1 Og, ; { 7 | 3 i} 4 xe rg ö 
peur undy Sasieer, who cave 70 preach Deliverance 
#5 the Captiver, and to d up the Broken bearted. 
axtorious Sinner, or an Heathen ; but I have lived 
in ſore Fear of Gan, attended at Church, and 


- 


always believed, Cd FER 


M. I doubt you never believed at all, properly , 
ſpeaking: But of this 1 will talk more with you 
another Time; at preſent, it is plain your Re. 


pentance has not been a. You never ſaw and 
felt your Danger, conſequently could nover be ſo 


defirous of eſcaping it as is neceſſary, You al- 


ways flattered yourſelf with ſome Hopes that your 
State was ſafe, or. certainly would be, when yo 
lived a little better; which was at Bottom depend- 
ing on yeunſelf. And with. reſpect to the other 


Branches of Repentance, ſuch as \forſaking Sin— 


it is evident to yourſelf you have lived without 
Concern in ſome leſſer habitual Sina B and, as for, 
turning to Gown, you were never ſenſible, that in 


the hentan of your Afetions, and the general Courſe 


of your Life, you were turned from him. 
Indeed (though you ſezm not toknow-it) the 
calivg Rrinciple in you, and every-natural Man, 
{4 a Prineiple of Sin and Corruption. Inſtead. of 
ſeeking to pleaſe Gov, you have all along been 
ſeeking to pleaſe yourſelf, to procure ſome Grati« 


ffeation. co corrupted Nature, ſuch as ſenſual De- 


lights, Riches, worldly Efteem, Eaſe, or the like. 
This hath been the acting Principle throughout 
| your whole Conduct, inſtead of obeying that Com- 

mand, De all tothe Ghry of GOD. Nay, if you 
'J | | ſearch 


"frarch narrowly, yen Will find in your Heart an | 
Zuni gala G Fot ſo- ſaith the 


F 4- w #—© £ 


(14) 


Rom. viii. 7. Th carnal Mind: (and ſoch is every 
Man's by Nature) ni againſe GOD; And 
this Exmity ſhet)s a(elfily appoſing God's Will, 


by doing whatheibath furhidden, and leaving un- 


done what he hath commanded ; and alfo in fly. 


ids Ken. Gan is 56% Enemy, end evdeavour 


ing to hide yourſelf from bim like Adam. Have 
y6u not paſſed Days and Weeks Aae! one ſe. 
rious thought of Gov, though you were all that 


Time receiving Mercies at his Hand i Have you | 
not baniſhed and ſuppreſſed: fuch Thought, when 
they have riſed/in- your, Mind2-Have you not fled 


rom ſerious. Thoughts! of God and Eternity, as 
Enemies to your Neace, and drowned them in 
worldly Cares, vain Converſation, and idle A- 


muſements ? Have you 11 * * * _ 


es: know you have. 


_ Hitherto, (ſuffet me tobe plain with you) you 


bare gone wrong, and have been inſenfible of your | 

Danger; deceived. yourſelf, and ſpoken Peace to 
your Soul, awhen there was no Peace: Now conſi - 
der what You; have heard from me, read your 
Bible, examine yourſelf, and pray unto Gov to 


give you a Senfe of your ran Mate, and n 


Judgment i all Things. - 


OI 
— * 


DIALOGUE II. 


1. 1 Was ig hopes of being you before now, 
Neighbour, chat we wight have an Op- 
portunity of talking ge again on the ſame 
important ſubjeQ.. 
F. Indeed, Sir, if may molen-fo bold, 1 5 
ſay I dig not like what yon {aid ſo well, as to des 
fire. ro hegt any more of it. And I ſhould nov = 
have come ta you now, bad it nat been for me- FE 
thing L heard ig vor Sermon Veſterday. — 
M. I. litze your honeſt Plainneſs weer well, 
Neighbour. Bat in what was it that I offended you 
F. Iten von bore toe bard upon me, __ 
1 $44 ona would make me melantholy. 
N. Dont von think that 3 a pro 
2 geeged from Loye.to your gau 
. Ireally believe it di. 
. Do you think 1 Gaid apy Thing that was 
not „„ 
F. 1did thiok ys on 4 854 085005 
joo hardly of me, and to put me on a Level with 
the. worſt af Men. But I am now en 
that what yon ſaid was all true 5 
M. What bas produced this Change of your 
_ Sentiments 3. : 
P. Yqur Yeſterday? s Sumag thout the Day of 
Judgment, I have been very uneaſy ever ſince 
I heard it. For I am greatly afraid, that, if the 
— a as now ems. it would, God. 


55 


t F 16 * ES: 
mae unprepared. | And then che Lord "TY 
Mercy upon my poor Soul! 
1 N. It would be too late then to eh and hoye 
= for Mercy. But what was it particularly thas 
5 made you form ſuch a Judgment of yourſelf? 
| P. You ſhewed us from the twenty fifth . 1 
ter of St. Matibæu, that Judgment begins with a 
Separation of the Godly from the icied; and this 
Separation was owing to a Separation made in this 
Life, when the Righteous wore taken. from among 
mme Wicked, by leaving the Works and the Soci. 
ert of the Ungollly, I was not ſenſible any ſuch 
„Change had been wrought in me, and am there. 
buore afraid Lam Kill is the State of Sin, I, 
you told us, all Men afe by Nature. ; 
M. You have great Reaſon to be afraid. Told 
you that thoſe would be eſteemed Righteous on that 
Day, who had fled to the Loxy Jasvs Curr 
| for Righteouſneſs to juſtify them; and had been 
made holy by the Spirit of God, creating in them 
= wew Heart, and had evidenced this Change by 
an holy Converſation through the remaining Part 
of their Life, how many or great ſoever their Sins 
| hal been: And that the Ficked were thoſe that 
had lived and: died without - Faith in Curr, 
and the Indwellings of Goy's Spirit, however 
| erderly and decent their Conduct was 
P. Ay, that it was that terrified ze. | You told 
us, that the moſt upright Man had committed Sins 
enough to condemn him, if he died without'an 
| Intereſt in Cunisr, and without being accepted 
Ry es Bur if this Mercy * 5 


Bp 


1 
Acceptance through Jug Cunisr were ob 
tained before Death, no Man's Sins would be 
rementbered againſt him on that Day. And to 
prove this you ſhewed us, that in the Proceed- 
ings of the laſt Day, as related by St. Mambew, 
no Sins of the Righteous are mentioned by the 
Judge, nor any good Deeds of the Wicked. 
. The Wicked, that is, they that lived and 
died Without an humbling Senſe of their natural 
| Corruption and actual Sins, ſo as never by Faith to 
fly for Refuge to Gop's Mercy in Cunisr, have, 
properly ſpeaking, no good works to be mention 
ed, forall they do is from a wrong Principle (c) ; 
either for ſelfiſhand worldly ends, or in order to 
gains an intereſt in Cn er, and Pardon of their 
Sins on Accounvef their Doings ; which is ſeeking 
Salvation Gy rhe Law of Forks. On this Account 


(e) The true principle from which good works: proceed, and 
Ml! | 7 joy bag. end amen fony 
( gon by them, is fitly expreſſed in the 1th, 12th, and r3th Arti. 
cles of the Church of England, which follow. | 

Article 11. We are accounted righteous before God, only for 
the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, by faith, and not 
for our own works and deſervings. that we are juſtified 


be as evidently known, as a tree diſcerned by the fruit. ;- 
Article 13. Works done before the grace of Chriſt, and the In, | + 40 
* of his Spirit, are not t ta God, foraſmuch as they; 
ring not of faith in Jeſus Chriſt, neither do they make men 
meet to receive grace, or (as the fehook-authors ſay) deſerve grace 
of congruity ; yea, rather for that they are not done as God hath 


Villed and commanded them ts be done, we doubt not but they 


— 
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Believers are the Branches deriving Life from him, 
| John xv, 1. And dy/thout 40þam wwe can do nothing 


% | 4 
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their, Sik as a5. tides dlapatvraitts 


| Faith not proceeding from a Principle of Love: 


which Principle none have till they are one wvirh 
Su kisr, Jahn xvii. 2t, who is the true Ving, and 


acceptable in Gop's Sight, Jobs xv. 5. On the 
other Hand, the Rigbteous being themſelves AC- 
cepted through CuntsT, their Sins are not men- 
tidned, becauſe long before forgiven and Blvtred ont: 

And their inperfet#. Services, being accepted thro* 
Jssvs their High Prigf, who brars thi Iniquity of 
their holy Things, receive at the Hands of the boun- 


_ tiful Judge à Reward of Grace: - 80 that that 
Which principally diftingoiſhes the Gouy from the 


Ungodly, is, that the ↄne is accepted as righteous 3 
and has obtained Forgiveneſs through CnRISsT, 


according t to the New of Goſpel Covenant: The 
other, never being deeply ſenſible of his finful loſt 


Otate (indeed too proud to ackngwledge it) hath 
not applyed for the Mercy repreſented i in the Goſ- 


pel, and ſo at the Day of Judgment ſtands on the 


Foundation of the ad Covenant -or Law of good 


Works, which requires perſect Obedience: Con- 
ſeq uently ke is without à Mediator, and without 
Forgivenels, and therefore muſt be condemned. 
P. But the, why are Works mentioned at all | 
anc Day, as we find they are? [346 
. I gave you two Reaſons for ik, Firh, 
Becauſe, though they are not the Ground of any 


1 Man's Acceptance, yet they ſhew a Man to be 


15 2 * State 3 for we cannot brar the Fruit 


8 >. 1 * . of 
* jr by -X | 


I | 


i ceſs, id « We are Seb abiltin Cn! ST, 
Fobn xv. 4. And they who do not act righteouſly, 


. deceive themſelves if they think themſelves 


' righteous? So that good Works ſerve to diſtin- 
_ guiſh Believers from Unbelievers, Stcondly, Be- 
cauſe the different Degrees of Faithfulneſs makes 
a Difference between the Godly themſelves, ſo 
3 Gos is pleaſed graciouſly to confer upon 
- them different Degrees of Glory, That any 

Man is at all ſaved is owing to his Faith in the 
Redeemer : His Degree of Glory is proportioned 
to his Fruitfulneſs and Diligence in the Vineyard. 
pP. always thought that we Chriſtians were all 
Biliewers, one as much as another: And that at the 
Day of judgment they would be reckoned Goaly 

that lived orderly and aprightly, among whom 1 
reckoned: myſelf and all that were better than I; 
and that the Profane and Ungodly, and all that 

were ſecretly wicked and ill-defigred, would be con- 
demned. Indeed, I had always ſome Fears that 1 
was not good enough + I did not know how great 

a Number would be acknowledged righteous ; 


but I thought I flood a better es than many, 
or moſt that I knew. -. 


M. You did not learn this from the Word of 
Gov. But what think you now? 
P. I ſee that all depends upon my ohtainios, 
whilſt on Earth, Mercy, and Porgiyeneſs of all thac 
is paſt; and that not on Account of any Thing 
done by me, but through Faith in Jusvs CRAIST. 
But what that Faith is I know not: This I know, 
chat I have been all along out of the Way. 


” oi 
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M. Indeed I think you have; and it is hi gh 
Time for you to awake, and ſeek the Lord in 
Earneſt; leſt he cut you off in the Midſt of your 
Sins, and appoint you your. Portion where i. 
weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth. 

P. Pray, Sir, tell me what I muſt do to be ſaved ? 

M. What think you of your paſt Life? 

P. I ſee that I have been daily offending 
Gop, by breaking his Commandments, and 
pleafing- myſelf, not him; and that now I ang 
under the Guilt of Thouſands of Sins, the leaſt | 


of which were enough to. condemn me. 


M. What think you of your good Deed; ? 

P. I have none to think about. I fee Sin in 
every Thing I do. My Pride, on Account of my 
being not ſo bad as others, my Vorlalingſi, my 


Vanity, and triſting Spirit in Prayer and hearing Ty 
| Sermons, were enough to condemn me, if I had 
done nothing elſe. 


M. And what do you f to do? 5 
P. I will do better, e Arive againſt 8. 


1 will pray; 


M. But all theſe d you "ay, have hen 


| heretofore mixed with Sin; how then do you hope 
they will make you e now ? Or could you 
do theſe things ever ſo well, all is your neceſſary 
beunden Duty: The good Deeds you may do, 


cannot make Amends for paſt Offences. - On 


all theſe Accounts, by the Deeds of * Laau fait | 


no Man living be juftifed. 
P. I fee no Way—lf ever _ was a loſ 


| soul, Jam ne -W hat ſhall Ido? 


. 5 


F * (8-1 
M. Believe on the LORD JESU CHRIST, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved, Acts xvi. 31. This is the 
Work of GOD, that ye believe in him whom he hath 
ſent, John vi. 29. And by him all that believe are 
juſtified from all things, Acts xiii. 39. Come, 
2 Auful, and helple/5 as you are to Gop thro! 


Cur1sT for Mercy. He is able to ſave to the utter - 


moſt all thoſe who come unto GOD through him, 


ſeeing he hath died for them, and ever liuetb to 
make Jnterceſſion for them, Heb. vii. 25. He can 
waſh you from the Guilt of all your Sins, de- 


ſtroy the Power and Dominion of Sin in you, 


ſandify you thoroughly in Body, Soul, and Spirit, and 


preſent you to the Father without Spot or Blemiſhe 
Pe. I have no Manner of Doubt of Cnkisr' $ 


Poxwer to ſave, for he is the Son of GOD. But I 


5 fear I am not a ft Perſon to be ſaved. 


M, In order to determine that, look into your | 


Bible. There this Offer of Salvation is made: 
CHRIST JESUS came into the World to ſave Sin- 

ners, 1 Tim. 1. 15. Now what think you? Are 
you of the Number he came to "1908 or are you 


not ? 


P, But he will not, he does: not ele al Sinners. 


M. That is becauſe they will 1 not come to him, 
to be ſaved, Of this he complains, Fobx v. 40. 
Te will not come to me that ye may have Life, 

P. But I find certain Conditions mentioned 
neceſſary to qualify Men, which I fear I have not. 


It is ſaid, Repent and believe the Geſpel; and, He 


that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved. 
M. If * are weary with the Burden of Sing 


B 2 Gn ig _ loath 


— 


begun i in you. And if for this Purpoſe you ap- 


22 9 
foath i it, and earneſtly defire to be faved from the 
Guilt and Pollution of it 4 true Nepentance is 


ply unto Cyr18T as held forth in the Goſpel, 
this is the Faith that ſaveth. And for Baptiſm, 


vou are already baptized with Water; and 
if you are willing to renew and confirm your 


baptiſmal Yow, come unto Caxrsr, oft of his 


Fulneſs to receive the inward and ſpiritual 
Grace, a Death unto Sin, and a new Birth unto 


Rigbteouſneſs: For he alone can give it. 


P. It is ſaid, Many Hall ſeek. to enter in, and 
ſhall not be able; and, Not every one that faith unto © 


me, Lord ! Lord! Hall enter into the Kingdom of 


Heaven, This makes we fear and EY at a 


Diſtance. 


M. Whither then do you intend to go: 

P;1 know no Place; for there is no other 
Name. under Heayen whereby one may be ſaved. 
M. Then apply to CERRIST—to efcape the 


Mages of Sin, the Curſe of the Law, and the 
Wrath of Gop: Fly to bim for Pardon and Peace, 
Grace and Glory. And, if feeling to enter into 
the Kingdom is not enough, frive. If many that 
ſay, Lord . Lord! fail ; let this be the Language 


of your Heart and Life, as well as of the Tongue, 
Not that, after all, any Diligence and Strength of 


yours is the Thing which will gain Acceptance. 


But when F aith is true, lively, and faving, it will 


be attended with theſe and the like Works. 


P. This is what I far that wy Faith is not 
true A | 


N. It 


; . dnn 
0 —ů r . 


22 5 . A & TR ld 


— 


—— ——— 


| 1 "7 x 

M. If. your Faith is rue Fatth, you wilt have 
Conkdence i in nothing 3 in yourſelf, no Works or 
Strength of your own 3 but you will rely ſolely 
on Gon's Promiſe of Mercy made in CHrsT. 
A true Faith will alſo in ſome Degree be lively, 
ſhe wing itſelf in a Zeal for God and Godlineſs, 
and a ſteady Warfare againſt Sin. And this will 
be alſo ſa wing: You will be thereby ſaved not only 
from Guilt, but from the Power of Sin, and the 
Dominion of your Luſts ; and this will give you 
a good Hope and Expectation, and by Degrees a 
firm Perſuaſion, of being ſaved from Wrath in 
the great Day of the Loxp Jzsvs. 

P. I cannot find I have this Faith ; FRA 


as not believe that Gop will forgive and re re. 


ceive me, 
M. "Then come unto. Cann. embrace and 
depend on God's Promiſes in him, that your 


A Faith may grow up to this. For this Faith itſelf - 
is of the Operation of the Spirit of Gov and there- 
ſore to be ſought of him by Prayer, enen the 


Mediation of Jesus CrrisT. 
P. I dare not thus embrace the Promiſes, come 


to and depend on Curisr, for Lam nearly T5 . 
worthy of the leaſt Mercy. - 


M. When do you think you ſhall make your- 


ſelf worthy? 


P. Never. 55 | | 
M. Then come to him juſt as you are, to be 


made worthy, 


P. May I dare thus to come to Cane, and 
frpend upon him for Salvation? 
Ss © o A. Da 


0 U 
„ 
M. Do not depend upon my Word, but hear 
the Word of Gop. He invites you to come: Ho 
every one that thirfteth, come ye to the Waters, Iſai. 
Iv. 1. He commands you to come; This is his 
Commandment, that wwe ſhould believe on the Nan 


ceive thoſe that come: Him that cometh unto me 


| T will in no awiſe caft out, John vi. 37. He threatens 
if you do not come: He that believeth not 2 be 


as damned, Mark xvi. 16. 


P. But to whom are theſe Words addrefled? 

M. To you, to me, and to every one that 

| hears them: Preach the Goſpel to every Creature. 

Mark xvi. 15. They are addreſſed to thoſe in 

particular, that ſee their Want of Salvation, be- 
cauſe they alone will receive them, Come unto 

me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
bill give you reft, Matt. xi. 28. 


PF. Theſe Arguments from Scripture flop my 


Mouth. But ſtill I cannot believe * will 


5 receive ſuch a Sinner as I am. 


M. This is what I ſaid before: Faith i is not of 
Man, but the Gift of God, wrought by the $v1- 
KIT in them that hear the Goſpel. Therefore ſeek 
this and every other Grace of Gop by Prayer in 
the Name of Jesus. And to enchurage you to 
pray and hope, conſider that Gop gave CHRIST 
for this very Purpoſe, zo ſave Sinners : For this he 
came into the World; for this he laboured, wept, 
and bled ; for this he reigns and intercedes in Hea- 
ven, He is fo far from being unwilling to fave, 


of bis Seu FESUS CHRIST. He promiſes to re. | 


(25 Y 


that he is offended with thoſe who will not come 


to him to be ſaved, When he was upon Earth, 


he wept over Jeruſalem on this Account. 
P. I know not what to ſay. 


M. What do you intend todo? 
P. I am greatly afraid I ſhall never be ſaved, 


But I know there is no other Way but Gop's free 


Mercy in CHr1sT. Therefore will I ſeek it as 
long as I live; and if 1 periſh, it ſhall be at the 
Foot of CHRISsT's Croſs, calling for Mercy. 

M. Continue this Reſolution, and all the 
precious Promiſes in the Goſpel are your own. 
But take heed that you do not ſuffer theſe Im- 
preſſions to wear away, and ſo ſcttle in a falſe 
Peace. Do not ſeek Reſt any where but in 


 CarisT, Beware left worldly Cares or Pleaſures - 
divert your Attention from the Things of Gp, 
and leſt Sin grieve the Horx SpiriT, Remem- 

der it is ſaid, Va Man draw Van, my Seal Hall 
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DIALOGUE II. 


1 S. I hope you will not be offended at the 


Trouble I give you : ButI want your 
Advice very much. 


M. You need make no 8 my 


Friend; I ſhould be glad if all the People in 
my Pariſh would give me the ſame Trouble 22 
£ do. But what is the Matter? _ 
P. I have been for ſome Time ſo as I was 
never in my life before: I have been afraid I 


ſhould be damned. 'This hath filled me with 


Thoughts and Fears Day and Night. You had 


no need to caution me againſt the Danger of 


. worldly Cares and Pleaſures: For wherever I was, 
or whatever I have been doing, my Sias and Hell 
have been ſtill before my Eyes. 


M. What have you thought of your Sin? 


in what Light have they appeared to you? © 

Pri. Sins committed many Years ago have now - 

riſen in my Mind, and condemned me, The Re- 
; membrance of the Sins of my Youth has followed 


me, as if committed but Yeſterday. And ſome 


awful Scriptures that I have heard and read, 
ſeem to be ſentences of my Condemnation, I be- 
lieve I have thought an hundred Times of theſe 5 


Words: The Wages of Sin is Death. 


M. Have you been looking into vote Heart, 


Teen and lamented the Corruption there? 
P. I did not ule to underſtand what you meant 


by * into tbe Heart ; 3 10 I think I do now. 
I find 


: 1318 


= 


a tedious Burden : 
At preſent, I bleſs Gov, it is not ſo; 
my Thoughts are in a Manner taken up abort 


4155 


| Mito TO 18 Inclination to many Sins, 


though 


lam convinced that 1 deſerve Gop's Wrath 


on Account of complying with theſe Inclinations 


heretofore. Indeed it is much better with me now 
. was. Formerly I have been led by my 
on wicked Heart to delight in idle Company 


to talk of myſelf in an empty vain Manner; to 
be greedy after the World; to paſs lightly over, 
or entirely neglect, Prayer and other Duties, as 
and be guilty of other Sins. 


but all 


the Care of my Soul, and the World to come, 

. I fear: you do not know your Heart fo 
well as you imagine. You ſeem to think that a// 
. bings re already become new in you. But be not 
3 Such a Cage of unclean Birds, as the 
Heart of every Man is by Nature, is not ſo ſoon 
cleanſed ſrom its various Luſts and vile Affections. 


5 "Theſe, that ſeem to be rooted ont, are only aſleep 
ur a Seaſon; Be watchful therefore; they will 


ene Day awake again. Some of them probably 
are only exchanged for others, as bad and dan- 
gerous, ſuch as Pride, Preſumption, and the like, 
. Really, Sir, I have had ſome Fear of that. 
For you muſt know, that one Day I was thinking 


what a finfol Wretch I was, and what would be- 


come of mein the next World; when theſe Words 
came ſtrongly into my Mind, 7 will heal their Back- 
- flidings, 1 «vill lewe them freely. J am ſure they are 
_ ſomewhere in the Bible, but T cannot find them. 
Oye; they gave, me much Comfort, and I 


ny 


have 


0 „ 
have been very eaſy ever ſince. Now a Neigh- 
bour, that I have been talking with, tells me, 
« This is to be looked on as a Word from Gop,”” 
and that I am henceforth to look on myſelf as 2 
converted Man. But I fear this would be Pre- 


— ſumption. Now what do you think of this? 


MM. I muſt defire ſome Time to obſerve your 
Temper and Conduct, before I can e this 
Queſtion, 5 

The Words you 8 are in the aan 
Hoſea, xiv. 4. They were perhaps ſpoken more 


immediately of the Reſtoration of the captive Jews: 


But they contain a ſweet Promiſe perfectly in the 


| Goſpel Strain, and are therefore free for every 
humble Soul to embrace by Faith. The Prophet 


you ſee at Verſe 1, 2, 3 exhorts the People to 
Repentance and Humiliation for Sin: O Iyrael. 


; return unto the LORD thy GOD; for «thou haſt 


fallen by Iniguity. Tale with you Words, and turn 
to the LORD. Say unto him, T ake away all Iniguity, 


- and receive us graciouſly. For in thee the Fatherleſi 


findeth Mercy. Now, as. Gop hath given you a 


Senſe of your ſinful, helpleſs State, and a Deſire 


of turning to him, like this which the Propher 


. deſcribes as preparatory to an Anſwer of Peace, I 


hope the following promiſe belongs to you: Tau 
heal their Backſlidings, I wwill love them freely; for 
mine Anger is turned awvay from him, Verſe 4. 1 


| Hope too, that the Comfort, which you found in 
applying the Promiſe to yourſelf by a particular 
Faith, proceeded from the Spirit of God: In the 

_ fame Manner as 1 ook on that Convicton of Sin, 


witeh 


3 ( 29 ) 
ich filled you with Fear and Self-abaſement, 
when you called to mind your Sinfuloeſs and 
|  Gov's judgment denounced, againſt Sinners, to 
be the Work of the ſame Spirit, Forit is he that 
cohwinteth the World of Sin and of Righteouſme/s. 
But tkis 1 muſt tell you: All theſe Feelings are 
to de ſuſpected, till we ſee what Fruit follows in 
the Heart and Life. For, though theſe are ſome- 
times owing to the Spirit of God, and come well 
recommended, when, as in your Caſe, they are ſo 
cloſely connected with the Word of Gop; yet 
tte Enemy of Souls ſometimes imitates: theſe ſen- 
| file Experiences in order to deceive. And it is 
impoſſible to ſay how much our natural Temper 
and Spirits may contribute thereto. . 
P. Pray, Sir, tell me plainly, what you think 
of my State. 
| © MM. Satan, I tell you: ſometimes puts on the 
Appearance of an Angel of Light, in order to deceive. 
Thoſe ſenſible Experiences ſometimes vouchſa fed 
by the Spirit of Gop, and Impreſſions made on 
| Men's Minds, of which Sort are what the Scrip- 
tures term Peace in believing, and Jey in the Holy 
Ghoft—theſe the Enemy ſometimes imitates, and 
thereby deludesHypocrites into ſpiritual Pride, and 
even the Godly ſometimes, ſo as to uf them up. 
and make them ſecure and careleſs, Baut there are 
two Tokens of Grace, which the Devil will not, 
cannot effect: Theſe are, an holy Heart, ſteadily 
hating Sin ; and an holy Life, having reſpect to 
all Gop's Commandments, Have theſe, and 
evidence the one by the other; and continue for 


ome | 


« 11 
fome conſiderable. Time thus to adorn your Pro- 
fefion—Then I ſhall, not have the — Doubt 
but you are in a State of Grace. 


P. As far as I know my own Heart, I 8 


not willingly offend Go for the whole World. 
I love thoſe that ſeem to be his Servanits, and would 


go upon my Hands and Knees to do them Good, 


or to make others like them. I love wie his 


Word, to pray, and to talk of good Things; and, ; 
1 think, I could die with Pleaſure, if it was his 


Wl. =: 

M. Very well. Theſe are good Signs. But 
this is the Fervour of your i Love. It will not 
always be ſo with you, So was it with the 1fraclites 
after paſſing the Red Sea, the Galatians, and the 
Church of Epheſus. But each of theſe grew colder 


afterwards. And the Prophet Jeremiah, chap, 


5 Ii. 2. St. Paul, Gal. iv. 15. and our Lord, Rev. 


Ii. 4. reprove them for it. 


P. Sir, I believe you know my Dinkke better 
than I'do myſelf, Pray direct me what I ſhall do, 


N. Strive to make your Calling and Election ſures 
and. evident- both to yourſelf and others, by 


Bringing forth the F rutts 27 en, in a g. 


Converſation. 


My firſt advice is, Be humble, and Jab Link 
: td hy G0. Let the Remembrance of your 


paſt Life of Sin and Folly ſtill cover you with 


Shame. Necollect the many aggravating Circum- 


ſtances of a Life hitherto ſpent in Rebellion againſt EY 
God; during all which he daily heaped Mercies 


198 22 and N giving F ood and Raiment, 


Health 


* 
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Health and Strength; and continued theſe Mercies 
to you, while you forgot the Hand that gave them, 
and returned Evil for Good. He ſpared you in 
all-your Provocations ; and at laſt opened your 
Eyes to ſee your Danger, ſtirred you up to avoid 
it, and now hath given you a good Hope through 
Grace of obtaining eternal Life. Thus compare 
together what Gop hath done, and you deſerved, 
and thus learn Humility. Keep a watchful Eye 
alſo upon the Remains of indwelling Sin ſtill in 

you. And let every finful Inclination, vain 
Thought, Backwarkneſs to Duty, and Failure 
in it, teach you to be hamble and fear, Thus, 
diſtruſting yourſelf, look up to God for con- 
tinual Support, like an helpleſs little Child; ex- 
petting through the Mediation of N * 
to be aſſiſted in every Time of Need, : 
My next Advice is, Keep a Confelence void of 
Offence, If you have wronged any Man, be not 
aſhamed to acknowledge it; and according to 
your Power make Reſtitution : That the accurſed 
Thing may not cleave unto you, Take heed | 
that you grieve not the Spirit of Gop by unholy 
walking, leſt you provete him to forſake you. 10 
this End watch over your Heart, repreſs its firſt 
Inclinations. to. Sin, and be watchful againſt 
Temptation from without ; fixing your Eye eſpe- 
cially on the Sin with which you have heretofore 
been moſt eaſily beſet. If at any Time Sin prevail 

"gainſt you, do not endeavour to forget it, or hide 

it in your -Boſom: But go to Gov immediately; 
ike Shame to yourſelf; plead the Goſpel promiſes 


C445 - 


7 returning Sinners, fookidg unto Jesvs Cary 


ag your all ſuſſitient Sacrifice, and Advocate air 


; the Fawer ; abd never ceaſe wreſtling with Gov 55 


in Prayer, until he again ſpeak Peace to your 
troubled Sal,” and All van with a greater Fear 
of offending him. 


As F hope you are now v planted i in Gev's Vine- 


yard, Be fruitful. Bear on your Heart a Senſe of 
_ Govp's Love to Sinners in Jesvs CHRIST. Con- 


ſider in particular, what Gop hath done for you, 


in calling you out of Darkneſs into his marvellous 
| Light. Remember how you lay faſt aſleep in Sin 


and fatal Security, when Gop awaked you to ſee 
your Dangerand eſcape it. Think what would 


have been yout Condition in Eternity, if Gop had 


left you to yourſelf, Think how many ſtill goon 


in the ſame fatal Path in which you trod. And let 


the Senſe of Goy's diſtinguiſhing Love to you 


. | excite you to ſome return. Lowe him, becauſe he firſt 
loved you, And let Love to your heavenly Father 
influence your Thoughts, and Words, and Action:. 


Let your Meditations of Gop be ſweet and 


frequent. Lift up your Heart to him that /eeth in 
Secret, and trieth the Heart and Riins. Seek a cloſe 


Commynion with the Father of your Spirit : And 
to this End, endeavour to withdraw your Thoughts 


from worldly Things, and to raiſe your Affections 
from Earth to Heaven, tothoſe Things which are 


not ſeen but by the Eye of Faith. That thus 


vou may evalk by Faith, guided by it as the Eye 
of the Soul, and raiſed by it to heavenly Minded- | 
7 A 3 ſo ag a8 to love and * in 2 7 
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Inſtead of your former vain Con verſation, hence. 
; forth let your Tongue de employed to Gop's 

| Glory; in ſpeaking Good of bit Name; in Prayer 

_ and Praiſe to your great Benefactor; in telling 
others what be galh done far your Soul; in warning 
Sinners of their Danger, and encouraging them 
that fear Gop to be bold and hearty in his Service. 
© And let your Candudt in Life be ſuch as becom- 
eth the Goſpel. You are called to fight the good 
Fight of Faith ; ſee that you fair not, neither be 
aveary in auell. doing. Shew that you are 27 2 unto 
' GOD by lixing unto COD, by devoting yourſelf 


to his Service, and by Diligence therein. Do 


ſometking for him that hath done ſo much for 
vou. Be loving unto all Men, for they are the 
Work of Gop's Hands: Do Good unto all Men 
according to your Ability. Your Time and 
Strength, and every other Talent, are given you 
to be improved, lay them out in Acts of Charity 


and Love. Let your Heart be enlarged to all 5 


Men, not excepting your Enemies: Let theſe - 
have your Prayers and Forgiveneſs, and be ay : 
to overcome Evil qwith Good. 
See alſo that you ſhew the power of Godlineſs , 
in the conſcientious Diſcharge of relative Duties. 

Be kindly affectionate and tender · hearted to all 

about you. 'To thoſe of your Family ſhew your- 

ſelf an Example of Gentleneſs, Love, and For- 
bearance, Expreſs your Regard for their Souls 
as well as for their Bodies, by a devout, ſerious 
Courſe of F amily-Worſhip. Let thoſe of your 
Nee and of * n ſee chat you 


have 


- 


* . — * cat 2 Way. 
- þ 8 Sa ex 
V3. 5 1 % 
=... 
4 1 ; © 


9 
* 


* 34 
1. new Heart by your leading a ac Life, 
ſtudying: in all Things to be conformed to the 
Will and Word of Gop. Be ſtrict and con ſcĩ- 
entious in all your Dealings. Render 10 all hei- 
Daes, Tribute to aubam Tribute, and Cuſtom to 
«whom Cuflom is due, as well as every other lawful 
Debt : Not defrauding either the King or your 


Fellow Subjects, or any wo encouraging thoſe 


Sew a particular 3 for them that are of the 
Houfhold of Faith, all the fincerely Godly, for 
CurisT's Sake, For as all Men were originally 
ereated after Gop's Image, in hem is this Image 
in ſome Meaſure reſtored. Theſe therefore in a 
peculiar Manner belong to Cux ist, being waſhed 
from their Sins in his Blood, and ſanQified by 


his Spirit. And to animate you to greater Dili- 
gence in this Work and Labour of Love, view 
often with the Eyes of Faith the glorious Reward 
| ſet before you, the eternal Weight of Glory to 


be. beſtowed on that Day when CRRISsT ſhall 


reward Atts of Mercy and Love, done in his 
Name, as if done to himſelf, 


Quickened 'by this Principle, and encouraged 


by this Proſpect, ſtrive to grow in Knowledge, 


and Purity, and Faith, and Love, and godly Fear; 


in Meekneſs, and every Chriſtian Grace. Study 
to promote God's Glory, the Welfare of all Men, 


and ſuch a Diſpoſition in your own Soul, as may 


render you meet to be a Partaker of the Inheritance 
J the Saints in Light. And, in order to promote 
=: hs Work of SanRification in n you, wait for Gop's 


Blefling 


2 


1 | 
- Blefling and Grace in a conſcientious Uſe of the 
\ Ordinances, in Prayer public and private, hearing 
and reading Gop's Word; and confirm your 
Covenant with Gop at his Table. Thus may 
you hope to be a fruitful Vine, and experience 
in your Soul thoſe Bleflings, which the Prophet 
immediately adds to that Promiſe of free Mercy, 
in which you have found ſo much Conſolation. 
Heſea xiv. 5, 6, 7, I will be as the Dew unto Iſrael: 
He ſhall grow as the Lily, and caft forth his Roots as 
| Lebanon; growing upwards by Faith and Love, 
and downwards by Humility. Hi, Branches ſhall 
' ſpread; and his Beauty ſhall be as the Olive-Tree, 
' and his Smell as Lebanon. They that dwell under 
bis Shadow foall return from all their Wanderings: 
They ſpall revive as the Corn, andgrow as the Vine. 
The Scent (or Bloſſom) thereof Hall be as the Fine 
of Lebanon, beautifu}, frunful, ang pleaſant i in 
God's Sight. | 4 
P. Sir, I thank you. 1 ſce a great Work be. 
fore me; but, by Gop's Help, 1 ld ſhall be : 
able to hold out to the End, 7: 
NH. You muſt expect many Difficulties a 
much Oppoſition. The Way to Heaven is the 
Way of the Croſs, and through much Tribulation. 
The World, and Fla, and Devilarefirong Enc- 
mies, and they are cloſely leagued together, Your 
own corrupt Nature will be always near to tempt, 
diſcourage, and draw you back; for this will fill : 
be your Burden; your greateſt Plague will be that 
of your own Heart. And, as ſoon as you appear 
to be going out of the broad Way, in which the 


oy = 
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| Generality walk to DeftruQion, you a | 
the Yorld will be upon you. Not only the Care 2 f 
| ſefs and Prophane will ſneer and ridicule youpbur | 
the more decent Formalifis alſo, will be bight 
offended. - They will ſay in their Heart, as the 
Phariſees of old: In doing this, in going out of 
the common faſhionable Road, and pretending to 
' vncommoen Strifneſs, thou condemneft us alſo, | 
theſe his two Allies, the World and the Fleſh; 25e 
Devil can manage with wonderful Skill, and ſome- 
times throw in ſome evil Thoughts himſelf, But 
be not diſcouraged ; God is above all. Cazisr 
ever lv to male Interceſſion For us, and to ſave in 
every Difficulty thoſe hat: came unte GOD threugh 
Vun. | Holy Angels will be employed as your 
Guardians; and all the truly Godly will be your 
es loving Brethren, and read Friends. They that are 
9 you, art mord than they that art againſt you. Be 
not your own Enemy; and nothing can hurt you. 


However, be not high-minded, bur fear. an is is 
ut Man Rr * Be . 
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